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BELGRADE, belgrayd', YUGOSLAVIA, the
capital and largest city of the kingdom,
situated on the south bank of the Danube at
its confluence with the Save. From October,
1915, until the fall of 1918, Belgrade was in
the possession of the Central Powers; on the
collapse of the latter, it was restored to
Serbia, which joined the present kingdom.
The city is fortified; at the end of the me-
dieval period it was an outpost of Hungary,
helping to keep back the Turks. After a
long period of changing fortunes, during-
which it was alternately in the hands of the
Turks and the Austrians, Belgrade became,
in 1866, a Serbian city. Since that date it
has developed into an up-to-date city enjoy-
ing modern lighting and transportation and
possessing wide streets and fine public build-
ings. The notable edifices include the palace
of the king, a great cathedral, the national
theater and the Royal Serbian Academy of
Sciences. Belgrade University, founded in
1838, had over 900 students before the World
War. In normal years the city has prosper-
ous manufactories of carpets, silks, hardware
and cutlery. Belgrade retained its position
as capital of the new Kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes; this was renamed
Yugoslavia in 1929. Population, 1931, 238,-
775.

BELIAL, ~be'le al or beel'yal, a word which
by the translators of the English Bible is
often treated as a proper name, as in the
expressions, son of Belial, man of Belial. In
the Old Testament, however, it should be
translated wickedness or worthies sness. To
the later Jews, Belial seems to have become
what Pluto was to the Greeks, the name of
the ruler of the infernal regions; and in II
Corinthians VI, 15, it seems to be used as the
name of Satan, as the personification of all
that is bad.

BELISA'RKTS, (505-565), the great gen-
eral to whom the Emperor Justinian owed
the military splendor of his reign. Belisa-
rius obtained the chief command of an army
on the Persian frontiers, and in 530 gained
a victory over a superior Persian army. In
532 he checked the disorders in Constanti-
nople and saved the life of Justinian. Suc-
cessful wars were waged by him against the
Vandals, the Goths and the Bulgarians, but
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in spite of all his service he was accused of
treason and imprisoned. He was, however,
released, and restored to his honors.

BELIZE, be lees', the capital and only
trading port of British Honduras, situated
at the mouth of the southern am of the
river Belize. It has no docks, for the water
inside of an encircling lagoon is too shallow
for navigation; steamers have to anchor a
mile or more from the river mouth and land
their cargoes by lighters. The exports are-
chiefly mahogany, rosewood, logwood, cedar,
coeoanuts and sugar. Since before the year
1600 it has been exporting these products*
Population, 1931, 16,687.

BELL, a hollow, somewhat cup-shaped
sounding instrument, made of a kind of
bronze known as bell metal (see BRONZE).
Bells are now made by molding from a single
piece of molten metal. Besides their use
in churches, bells are employed for various
purposes, a common one being to summon
attendants or domestics in private houses,
hotels and offices. Bells for these purposes
are of small size and are either held in the
hand and rung, or rung by means of an
electric battery. The last method is now by
far the more general. At sea, time is meas-
ured by the ringing of a bell every hour and
half hour; the sailor, instead of saying four
o'clock, says eight bells. One bell is half-
past twelve in the morning j one o'clock A. K.
is two bells, etc,

The Egyptians and Israelites used a rude
form of bells, and it is known that bells
of considerable size were in early use in
China and Japan, and that the Greeks and
Romans also employed them
for various purposes. One
form, used in ancient Egypt
and Greece, was known as the
crotal. Bells are said to have
been first introduced into
Christian churches about A. D*
400 in Campania. From the
combination of the names
campania and nola, which
were old names for "bell, was
obtained the name campanile, t
which means bell tower. Bells
were introduced into Franco
in 550 and into England a HASH) BiXLi*
little more than a century later. The oldest
bells now existing In Great Britain and Ire-
land, such as the "bell of Saint Patrick's
Will" and Saint Ninian% were four-sided
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